" THIE GREATNESS OF PURDy s

In his commentary on Masechet Bava Metzia, the Mordechie writes of the
greatness of Purim. He says that the day of Purim is likened to the day we
received the Torah. He brings a proof from the Gemara that the Master, son of
Ravina, would fast every day of the year except Shavuot, the festival of the
giving of the Torah, and Purim, the completion of a great miracle. These two
days were also connected in Masechet Shabat where it says the Jews
experienced the miracle of Purim with such happiness and ecstasy that they
took upon themselves to keep the Torah with a whole heart, as the Pasuk says
-"they received and established", as though they were standing on Mt. Sinai.
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The Ariza'l Hakadosh reveals that on the day of the miracle of Purim, Hashem
shined upon the jews a great (divine light), through which they were saved from
their enemies in both a spiritual and physical sense. And thus every year, on
that day, a great saving light comes to the jews and shines upon them.
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The Duvna Magid gives a metaphor to this concept. He says there was once a
king that went on a long journey with a group of officers. At a point, one of
officers said he couldn't go on because he felt dehydrated. Another servant
offered to ride ten miles horseback to a river and draw some water for the
officer. The king, however, did not agree to the solution. He said that it would
take too long for the servant to travel there and back, and the officer would
suffer too much from thirst. He commanded his servants to dig on the side of
the road. The slaves began digging and discovered a spring of fresh water.
The officer quenched his thirst and the king and his men continued their
journey.

So the Duvna Maggid asks, What's the difference? The officer would have
been saved by the water from the river or the spring. The difference is that by
digging the well, when a thirsty man would come along the road the next day,
there would be water for him there, dug by the servants of the King. So too,
every year on Purim, the Jews who keep Purim will merit to 'drink from the well,'
dug by the servants of the king who came before him, over two thousand years
ago. This is hinted at in the Megila, in the verse, 'And these days will be
remembered and accomplished from generation to generation.

shlita, every Sunday at 9:
p.m. Israel time. Or at t

web sitewww.zohar.org 2
at 7:15 p.m. Israel time

(the web site isn't under t
yeshiva's supervision) .

AT AV AW

Uy
N\\\I

(1




